
IntergeneratIonal dIalogue
wIth luIs pedernera

With a pleasant and spontaneous welcome, 80 children and adolescents from countries of 
the Americas received the current chair of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, Luis 
Pedernera, with whom they held a discussion on various issues and problematics.

To provide context, Luis Pedernera explained to the group what the Committee is, what 
are it’s functions who are it’s members and which countries they represent. Among these 
functions, he noted the supervision of the reports presented by the States on the situation of 
the rights of the child in their countries and the conclusions and recommendations issued 
by the Committee.

He indicated that they have received 300 individual complaints for violations of children’s 
rights since the entry into force of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child on a Communications Procedure, of which 99 have been registered and 30 have 
been resolved. He referred to the complaint made by Greta Thunberg at the United Nations 
and indicated that it is important for everyone to learn how to file a complaint.

The interest of the children in knowing how the Committee on the Rights of the Child can 
guide and/or help them did not waited and a round of questions, answers and reflections 
began.

Several consultations referred to the challenges faced by children and adolescents in the 
LGBTI community, gender barriers, child marriage and sexual violence. The Chairman of the 
Committee pointed out that there is abundant recommendations to the States about the 
LGBTI community but they have not received specific information from America. However, 
he stressed that among the recommendations made to: Argentina, Ecuador and El Salvador, 
the Committee has stated that sexual education must be permanent and transversal to the 
entire educational cycle and that it cannot be associated only with the biological, which is 
important, but also to provide information on contraceptive methods taking into account 
the opinion of adolescents, and guarantee access to the voluntary termination of pregnancy.

Regarding the social movements and demonstrations that occurred in Chile and Ecuador, 
as well as the particular situation that Nicaragua and Venezuela are going through, some 
children considered that human rights violations committed by the States have occurred 
and they asked, how do we report? Who and how do they guarantee that the violence 
against us will end?

Regarding the specific issue of participation, the children considered that those who live 
far from cities are less likely to participate and seek guidance to find out how they can help 
them.

Other issues such as migrant children, child marriage, the disappearance of parents in 
armed conflicts, domestic violence, physical punishment, depression and suicide, were also 
discussed in the exchange with the chair of the Committee, Luis Pedernera, who responded 
to all their queries and reminded them that it is their right to demand from States that the 
conclusions and recommendations be accessible and in friendly language, stating “you are 
the main beneficiaries of the decisions made in Geneva”.


